To: 
Parents, Guardians and Students

From: 
Dr. G.

Re: 
Groundhog Day
Date:
February 2, 2007
On Thursday, February 1st, Andover and Natchaug fourth grade students spent the day together. Andover students traveled to Natchaug School in the morning to meet their buddies and learn about the ecosystems along Bluff Point.  Activities included listening to a story, brainstorming, and writing and illustrating a postcard while pretending to be a creature living in that habitat. Both groups of students then traveled to Andover where they continued the day’s planned activities.  Students created a beach hat using materials collected at Bluff Point where they began their collaborative study of the shoreline ecosystem last fall.  After lunch and recess, the Natchaug students left for home.  These activities gave both groups of students an opportunity to work and learn together and to prepare for the spring return trip to Bluff Point which will take place in May.  A great time was had by all!  Mrs. Bech, Mrs. Turgeon, Mr. Miller, and Mrs. Rodriguez were the Andover teachers whose classes participated in the program.

Tonight is the 3rd annual PTA-sponsored Family Bingo Night.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the games begin at 7:00 p.m. sharp.  Don’t waste the night in front of the TV!  Come on out and join the Andover School community in a fun filled evening!  Plenty of door prizes and several big winner items will be given away.  If you have never played, there will be plenty of instructions and people more than willing to help out. 

Well, students enjoyed the many activities to celebrate the 100th day of school today.  Some confusion arose over whether this was the 99th or 100th day.  In the end, it turned out to be the 100th day.  It seems that an earlier calendar version was put into the Student Handbook and listed only 21 days in August and September, however, there were 22 days.  Sorry for the confusion!  At this point, we are still shooting for the 15th of June as the last day of school.  What a great way to start a weekend…with summer vacation to follow.
Today was also Groundhog Day, and from what was reported from Punxsutawney, PA, there was no shadow seen by “Phil”, so spring is right around the corner!  “Oh gee, is that a surprise?! We’ve got flowers popping up in front of the building!” was the retort from Dr. Z. when I made the mistake to ask in the office if Phil saw his shadow or not.
On Monday, students will enjoy a one-woman performance of the early years of Harriet Tubman, her fight for freedom from slavery, and the part that the Underground Railroad played in that era of American history. 

Next week, 2nd quarter report cards will be going home on Tuesday.  Wednesday, February 7, is a half-day to accommodate parent conferences.  Students in grades 1-6 will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m.  Kindergarten will run from 8:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. for the morning session and 10:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the afternoon session.  Preschool will run from 9:10 a.m. to 11:25 a.m.
February vacation is coming up in just two weeks.  The office will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, February 19th and 20th, but will be open Wednesday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  School resumes on Monday, February 26th.  The day after vacation, on the 27th, we will sponsor the annual Jump Rope for Heart, the Heart Association fundraiser and Heart Awareness event.  More information will be coming to you from Mrs. Valentini.  
On January 17, 2007, the following parents, teachers, and administrators met to discuss school-wide celebrations and to devise some guidelines that would become standard operating procedures for parties in general: Laurie Butler, Diane Pasay, Kim Mawdsley, Heidi Xenophontos, Sue Donahue, Jen Marshall, Joan Disco, Carol Zujewski, Lisa Turgeon, Melissa Schardt, Michelle Zeuschner and David Griffin.  A subsequent meeting was held on January 30th and Joanne St. Pierre sat in for Laurie Butler.  The committee was in agreement that the teacher should set the parameters within the classroom as to how she/he would like to celebrate with the children.  Intergenerational Day was discussed but the details for that program were deferred to a later meeting.  The following school-wide celebrations were identified:
October 31st, or last school day before the 31st, Harvest Celebration
Last day before the December Holiday break, Holiday Celebration
February 14th or last day of school before the 14th, Valentine’s Day
Guidelines
Harvest Celebration
Only costumes that are worn over street clothes will be allowed.  No student will be allowed to disrobe in order to put on a costume.  Sixth grade students may volunteer to help students in lower grades, or to act as monitors, or to participate in the parade.  Kindergarten would like student volunteers to help out with their students.  Students will be allowed to get ready at 1:30 p.m. and they will be called outside to line up for the parade, weather permitting, at 1:45 p.m.  The process of handing out goodies at the Gazebo will be streamlined so students will have more time inside for individual classroom parties.  A clean-up announcement will be made in the classroom at 2:45 p.m.

Holiday Celebration

A Holiday sing-along will be held at 1:30 p.m. and classroom parties will commence upon return to the classroom.  A clean-up announcement will be made in the classroom at 2:45 p.m. 

Valentine’s Day

Classroom parties may begin at 2:00 p.m.  A clean-up announcement will be made in the classroom at 2:45 p.m.

Students whose parents have requested that their child not participate in any or all of the above mentioned celebrations will be given an appropriate alternative activity supervised by a staff member.

Classroom volunteers for each event will be scheduled by the Room Parent who will meet with her/his teacher early in the school year to better understand the teacher’s style and room expectations for the various celebrations. 

Another day that was mentioned as a school-wide celebration day was Dr. Seuss’ birthday, which is now Read Across America Day.  The activities for that celebration are developed through a committee of teachers.  The last day of school was felt to be a time when teachers wanted to be with only the students in their classroom.  In the event that a teacher would like some help with any aspect of that day, they can call on the Room Parent’s assistance. 

Other projects or classroom-only functions may require that the teacher seek the assistance of the Room Parent. Those items can be discussed early on between the two individuals.  It was a strong feeling of the committee that the teacher’s wishes would be respected in these celebrations.   







