To:
Parents, Guardians and Students

From:
Dr. G.

Re:
Up, Up and Away
Date:
April 4, 2008

It seems like an eternity ago when the official word was received that I was chosen to participate in the Principal Shadowing and Teacher Confucian Program that would lead to Andover Elementary being paired with a sister school in Jinan, China.  This coming Tuesday, I will join my colleagues from eighteen other schools in Connecticut as we take to the skies for a fourteen-hour and forty-five minute flight that will carry us 6,771 miles to Beijing, China.  The plane leaves from Bradley at 8:26 a.m., makes a stop in Chicago, and then continues on to Beijing, where it lands the following day, April 9th, at 3:00 p.m.  There is a 12-hour time difference between the two countries.  I invite you to check out the blog I developed for the trip.  I will try to post as often as I have the technology resources available.  The site is located at: www/andoverelementarychinatrip.blogspot.com.  Students were very enthusiastic in creating the bookmarks for their Chinese counterparts.  A special thanks to Kim Mawdsley, who laminated and cut out the six hundred bookmarks (another of the many things the PTA does for the school). FYI, another bit of Chinese information, they address each other by using the last name first and then the first name.  My name in Chinese is “Fan da wei” which translates as “big guard”.  Keep me in your thoughts.  This will be the last memo until May 2nd.  
David Schwartz will be here on Monday to conduct writing workshops for the students.  It will be exciting to have a renowned children’s author here at Andover to work with the students. While on the subject of writing, the deadline for submitting stories for the Young Authors Night is April 11th (next Friday).  This will give the PTA committee members time to type and bind the books for the actual program on April 30th.
The annual Diabetes Walkathon will be held at 3:00 p.m. on April 9th.  Informational flyers and permission forms went home in last week’s Friday folders.  If you misplaced the forms, there are some available in the nurse’s office.  No one will be allowed to stay after school who has not submitted a permission form. 

The PTA submitted the following acknowledgement regarding the Science Fair.  On behalf of Andover Elementary, I also commend the student participants for a job well done.  You should all be proud, not only of your entries, but also for the personal time that went into researching your projects and the extra knowledge obtained as a result of your hard work.  A special thanks goes out to Mrs. Marie Smith and her PTA committee who helped to make this year’s fair such a big success.  
“The Andover PTA wishes to thank all who participated in this year's outstanding Science Fair.  Once again, students delivered fantastic projects.  Participants, be proud of what you have done!  This year, 44 individual students/teachers along with Ms. Schardt’s 1st grade class participated, resulting in a total of 38 excellent projects.  The PTA extends a special thank you to the administration, teachers, and parents for their support and efforts.” 

Class Projects:    Ms. Schardt’s 1st Grade – Bird Watching
Individual Projects (participants listed alphabetically by last name):

Baver, Jimmy

All about Electricity

McBride, Mary

Growth of a Lamb
Bednarz, Casey

Green Energy


McNeil, Colin

Perpetual Motion
Bonneau, Kimberly
Ladybugs


O'Connell, Danielle
Parakeets

Brault, Kevin

Electromagnets


Palmer, Carli

Penguins
Burke, Ben

Space



Perrett, Gordon

Proofing Fabric
Cappello, Olivia
Pollution 


Plausse, William
Pendulum

Ms. Carrara

Beautiful Birds


Rhodes, Mia

Density

Clark, Madison

Radon



Roberts, Carolyn
Compare dog and
human senses

Consadene,  Alex
Naked Egg


Robinson, Adam J.
Electrical

Consadene, Meghan
Fingerprints


Ruggiero, Anthony
Weather Station
Donahue, Katelyn
Penguins/Bulldogs

Sauyet, Kayleigh
Geodes

Dube, Dustin

The Eclipse


Sauyet, Teddy

Perpetual Motion
Feeko, Nicholas

Proofing Fabric


Schilling, Kevin
How bad soda is for you
Fahey, Brody

Space



Sendley, Max

Fingerprinting

Fahey, Quinn

Space



Smith, Ben

How bright is that
headlight?
Grenier, Daniel

Solar System


Smith, Caleb

Hovercraft

Hoy, Savannah

Rockets



Tamburro, Cecilia
Parakeets

Huestis, Kyla

Fingerprints 


Tamburro, Paul

Warthogs

Knopf, Lucas

The Eclipse


Toce, Amanda

Frogs
Kuhn, Avery

Raising Chickens

Wilsey, Emily

Ladybugs
Lachut, Zoe

Testing Favorite Dog Smells
Yanicky, Cameron
Volcano

Maneggia, Mckenzie
Green Energy


Yanicky, Connor
Circuits
“Thank you again for a wonderful Science Fair.  See you next year!”
· Andover PTA Science Fair Committee
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