To: 
Parents, Guardians and Students

From: 
Dr. G.

Re: 
A New Year Has Begun
Date:
August 31, 2007
Welcome back to an exciting new school year!  Students filed off the buses on Wednesday with big smiles and renewed enthusiasm to start the new year.  It was a smooth opening thanks to the dedication and hard work done over the summer by our office staff.  Throughout the summer, most of the teachers were in setting up their rooms and preparing for Wednesday and the next 182 school days. The building is sparkling after the hard work our custodians put in this summer, which included moving and rebuilding a total of thirteen rooms.  The gym floor was refinished and new wall mats and bleachers have been added to that facility.  The driveway and parking lots have been resealed and relined.  The basketball court needed to be re-graded and re-surfaced and that was also accomplished this summer.  Now, the upper playground can be used for the 5th and 6th grade recess. 
By the end of last year, the 5th and 6th grade classrooms were outfitted with smart boards. This September, the 4th grade will also be outfitted with this technology.  The electrician has completed his work.  Now it is the smart board company that needs to install the equipment. Teachers and students are thrilled with this new interactive technology which puts a new dimension into the delivery of instruction. 
Keep an eye on the mail.  CMT results will be delivered this coming week. You may also want to reserve the 18th and 19th of September for Open House.  The K-2 grade levels will have their evening on Tuesday the 18th from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m., with the morning kindergarten open house scheduled from 6:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. and the afternoon kindergarten open house following from 7:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  The preschool and grades 3-6 will have their open house on September 19th from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.
Please join in welcoming several new staff members.  Mrs. Lisa Handfield is the new half time kindergarten teacher.  She has a BA in Elementary Education from Wheaton College and a Masters in Early Childhood Education from Eastern Connecticut State University.  Ms. Stacy Mares has joined the special education team as a half time teacher.  Her BA in Psychology and MA in Special Education are both from Southern Connecticut State University.  Ms. Melissa Correia has joined the sixth grade team and holds a BA in History and Social Science and Elementary Education.  She will receive her MA in Reading and Language Arts from St. Joseph College in December.  Mr. Darin D’Amaddio, LCSW, is the new Social Worker assigned to Andover Elementary from AHM.  He will be here all day on Fridays.  His BA in Psychology and his MA in Social Work are both from the University of Connecticut.  Mrs. Cheryl Folsom is our new Food Service Manager.
Thanks to the hard work of Dr. Zeuschner and Ms. Labenski and the support of Mr. Maneggia and the Board of Education, Andover Elementary now has two sessions of preschool, accommodating all the students who had been placed on a waiting list.  The additional session was made possible through a grant that was submitted by Dr. Zeuschner.  As of October 5th, both sessions will run five days a week instead of the traditional four days.  This is due to the requirements stipulated in the grant.  What a great opportunity for the preschoolers of Andover! Next year, the classes will be divided into a three-year-old group and a four-year-old group. 

IMPORTANT:  A change in the hours of operation of the a.m. preschool will begin on Tuesday, September 4th.  Morning preschool will begin at 8:45 a.m. and will dismiss at 11:30 a.m.  The afternoon session will remain the same. 

The summer reading journals are coming in and it looks like many books were read this summer!  Opening the journals and seeing 5, 12, 16, 30 books listed was phenomenal!  I am going through each one personally and will announce the tally of the number of students participating and the total number of books read.  This is truly inspiring!  No, I have not forgotten about the picnic or the gift certificate.  I need to have all the journals returned ASAP and then I will make those details known.  Please accept my sincere gratitude for helping your children find new friends in the books they read this summer. 

Please remember to call the office before 9:00 a.m. if your child will be absent.  If you are picking up your child or if there is a change in the regular end of the day schedule, a note must be sent in at the start of the day.  Under no circumstance is a child to be released from school at the bus line.  Parents must sign their child out at the main office.
A concern from last year is the number of students who are consistently late for school.  All students have the option of taking the school bus, so being tardy is not acceptable. 
The student handbook is being sent home today.  Please review the contents of the book with your child.  The technology policy for acceptable use is included.  Students need to read and understand the policy.  The contract must be signed by both parent and child and returned to the classroom teacher before an account can be created allowing access to the technology.  Also in the handbook are the directions for signing up for CT Weather, which is a free service that will alert you via e-mail of school closings and early releases.  I may also use the service to remind parents (who opt to use the service) of various events and their times, so that when the flyer from school doesn’t stay on the fridge, there will be a source other than calling the school where the information can be found.
Please be sure to go through the material sent home in the Friday Folders so you stay informed. Additionally, all material sent home in the mail needs to be read, the necessary forms need to be filled out, and the information must be returned in a timely manner.  Also, please keep the school apprised of address or phone number changes.  Email is a time-saving communication device.  Share yours with your child’s teacher so that, during planning time or other non-instructional times, they can communicate with you.

Have a wonderful Labor Day weekend!  See you on Tuesday, the 4th of September, at 8:25 a.m.







