To:
Parents, Guardians and Students

From:
Dr. G.

Re:
Family Bingo Night
Date:
February 1, 2008

An Exploration of Diversity in

Long Island Sound

“Memory is a child walking along a seashore.

You never know what small pebble it will pick 

up and store away with its treasured things.”

                                                                                       -Pierce Harris

This year, grade four students from Windham and Andover are focusing on exploring diversity in both the natural and social worlds by investigating plant and animal life in Long Island Sound.  Together, they are learning about the wide array of creatures that inhabit the eastern end of Long Island Sound and are exploring the diversity of ecosystems found along the southeastern Connecticut coastline.  This past week, students worked together completing scientific inquiry and literacy tasks that were designed to aid in their exploration.  They enjoyed visiting and working with their North Windham Elementary School peers and completed several tasks at their school on the morning of January 24th.  Andover students returned with their peers to A.E.S. where they finished the day’s planned activities.  The day was wrapped up with an opportunity to learn about trout and salmon, including a delivery of salmon eggs, which the students will be required to nurture to the point where they can be released into their natural habitat. In all, the group was pleased with their explorations thus far.  The fourth graders are eagerly looking forward to seeing their peers again this May to continue their studies and they are excitedly beginning their salmon raising efforts.

Have you ever noticed when you drive by Andover Elementary School how beautiful the gardens look from spring until the first snows of winter?  This does not just happen by the forces of nature.  There is actually a School Beautification Committee which is chaired by Mrs. Diane Dagon, who also heads up the major trust of spring clean-up with the 6th graders in early spring.  It does not stop there!  This is a three-season job that includes weeding, trimming, adding new plants, mulching, and watering during the dry periods of summer.  Several weeks ago, Mrs. Dagon approached me and asked if I would support an “adopt a garden” concept for the school so that she would not be solely responsible for making our school a showcase of fauna.  The idea is that a family or a group, girl scouts, boy scouts, etc., commits to maintaining one of the many gardens for a period of one year.  Mrs. Dagon will continue to oversee the gardening, give suggestions, and supply the plants and mulch that are purchased from a small account she has as a budget.  It is the bull work, the weeding, etc. that would make such a difference and give individuals a sense of pride and accomplishment in their school.  If you are interested in “adopting a garden”, please drop an email to Mrs. Dagon at dagond@andover.k12.ct.us or send her a note here at school (with a phone number) letting her know that you would be interested.  Thank you for taking the time to help our school.
Please remember that February 6th is a shortened day and students will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m. for PM Kindergarten through 6th grade.  Pre-school will run from 8:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and AM Kindergarten will also dismiss at 10:45 a.m.  Also, if you haven’t made an appointment for a conference, please do so immediately by calling the school office, 742-7339.
In case there is someone out there who has missed the Rivereast notices, Dr. G.'s notice in the Friday memo, the notice at the library, on the PTA calendar, etc. regarding Friday Night Bingo....LOTS of FUN and PRIZES are just waiting for you and your family this Friday, February 1st, in the school gym!  The notice that went out in the Friday folders last week is posted on the Andover Elementary website.  Please share with friends and neighbors.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games start promptly at 7:00 p.m.  LOTS of PRIZES and FUN!!!  Only $5 to play all games - regular games contain values up to $50, game 14 contains values up to $75; game 15 contains values up to $125!   Door prizes will be given.  Hope to see you there!  (Laurie)
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
A Note About HEART…

We all know that when you are extra “good” you may get a HEART from a teacher.  But what does it mean to be “good,” and how “good” do you have to be to earn a HEART?  Well, that is what we are here to tell you.  HEART stands for Honesty, Empathy, Attitude, Respect, and Team.  Each month as a school community we will focus on one of these special attributes.  This month we are going to talk about honesty.  Being honest means always telling the truth and never lying, stealing, or cheating.  Take some time to talk with your class this month about what it means to be truly honest.  Think about what honesty looks like in the classroom, out at recess, in the lunchroom, and even after school.  Each of you has an assignment to do. Keeping the idea of honesty in mind, you can:

- Write a poem 

- Write a short story 

- Create a collage 

- Create a cartoon 

- Build a sculpture 

- Create a mask that shows how honesty looks

- Conduct an interview

- Create a reader’s theatre 

- Create a recipe for cooking up honesty

- Choreograph a dance 

- Create a song about honesty

- Take a photograph 

- Create a video 

- or anything that you can create to show honesty  

Your assignment is due by the last Monday of the month.  There will be a designated HEART box outside the office.  Several written pieces will be shared during our radio show at the end of the month and select artistic pieces will be displayed on the bulletin board outside the cafeteria for all to see.  Remember this month to keep your eyes open for honesty and think about what can you do to become a more honest person?
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
