To:
Parents, Guardians and Students

From:
Dr. G.

Re:
Happy First Day of Spring
Date:
March 20, 2008
Today is the first day of spring and the last day of school this week.  Tomorrow is a holiday and there will be no school.  Saturday is the annual PTA Easter Egg Hunt which will be held in the gym at 10:00 a.m.  There was some talk about trying to hold the event outside, weather permitting, but the ground is so saturated that at this point it seems unlikely.  The 6th grade will be holding a baked goods sale in conjunction with the Egg Hunt, so please support the class of 2008 and help them defray their end-of-the-year costs.  After the Egg Hunt, you might want to saunter over to the Fire Station and pick up a few spring plants to help support our volunteer fire department which does so much to keep our residences and town safe.  Have a wonderful and safe holiday and go easy on the candy!  

It looks like Andover is raising a group of top notch basketball players!  Last weekend the Girls’ A Team and the Boys’ D Team ran away with the championships and MVP awards.  The Girls’ Andover A team, coached  by Clayton Folsom, Paul Biagi, and Steve Bednarz won their championship game on Sunday, 10 to 6, against Lebanon A.  Ariana Biagi and Mckenzie Maneggia received MVP awards.  Team players included: Casey Bednarz, Jenna Kelly, Kayleigh Sauyet, Dylan Luzzi, Mckenzie Maneggia, Allison Conte, Alyssa Nazmi, Cattie Folsom, Ariana Biagi, and Christina Folsom.  The Boys Andover D Team, coached by Tim Fogarty and Kim Hawes, won their Semi-Final game on Saturday against Marlborough and went on to win their championship game on Sunday, 25 to 20, against Hampton A.   Joe Veronesi, Dan Fogarty, and Tyler Mawdsley all received MVP awards.  Team players included: Alex Damon, Dan Fogarty, Tony Hawes, Bryce Loomis, Josh Mawdsley, Tyler Mawdsley,  Joe Pastore, and Joe Veronesi.
Many thanks to Mr. Tim Fogarty who entertained the students and staff on Monday, March 17th, with a number of songs played on the bagpipes.  He had another tartan plaid kilt outfit to show to the students as he informed them how the bagpipes worked and gave some history of the instrument.  The last song was requested by our own music teacher, Ms. Krinjak, and that was Amazing Grace.  Of course, the old standby, Oh Danny Boy, was included in the repertoire.
Due to a lack of student sign-up (fewer than 9), the Candelight Recital, which was scheduled for March 27th, will be canceled.  Because so few students signed up, a decision was made to include the students who were planning to play an instrument or sing in the upcoming spring concert. 
The Science Fair is fast approaching.  On Monday evening, March 31st, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., parents, students, and guests are invited to view the entries which will be displayed in the library and on the stage (for any project that contains liquid or is considered a possible mess- maker).  The students in Ms. Schardt’s class have decided to do a “class entry” which will document the birds of the Andover Elementary schoolyard.  In preparation for the final entry of feathered visitors, her students will come in to school for an early morning “walk and watch” and then reconvene in the classroom for a working breakfast. 

In preparation for Young Authors Night, April 30th, student authors are encouraged to get their entries in to the PTA committee so that the books will be ready for that evening.  The final date for submission is April 11, 2008.  No entries can be accepted after that date.  The actual evening of sharing on April 30th will run from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  
 

Yesterday, I received official notice that we had been assigned a sister school in Jinan where I will be spending five days observing classes, shadowing school administrators, and sharing films of our teachers in the act of teaching and students actively participating in learning.  I will also be prepared to teach a few lessons.  The time is quickly approaching, as I will leave Bradley International on the morning of the 8th of April with 17 colleagues, Dan Gregg from the State Department, and Lou Pear from The Connecticut Association of Schools. We land in Chicago and depart there at 12:45 p.m. and land in Beijing the following day, April 9th, at 3:00 p.m.  The PTA has graciously donated six of our Andover Elementary golf shirts for me to bring as presents to the school’s administrators.  Students are also making bookmarks that I will bring and distribute to students in our sister school.  Before I forget, the school’s name is LICHENG HONGJIALOU PRIMARY SCHOOL.   For students in sixth grade, Dr. Crossman, Principal of RHAM Middle School, will also be on this trip.  Her school is in Zhangqiu and its name is Zhangqiu No. 5 Middle School.  I will try to e-mail Dr. Z., when I have the opportunity, to keep the children and staff abreast of the various things that I am experiencing so that they can enjoy the cultural differences that I encounter firsthand.
______________________
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St. Patrick’s Day with Mr. Fogarty.
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The Boys Andover D team















