To:
Parents, Guardians and Students

From:
Dr. G.

Re:
IMPORTANT END OF THE YEAR DATES
Date:
March 28, 2008

The sixth grade students have helped their parents clean out attics, garages, and basements to bring you the best in used, not abused, articles for their upcoming TAG SALE to be held this Saturday, rain or shine, in the school cafeteria. Time of sale will be 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  They will also tempt you with their baked goods as they have combined the sale of used articles with that of FRESHLY BAKED goodies.  If that is not enough, there will also be a Community Outreach Service thanks to the VNA, a blood pressure and blood sugar screening.  Any donations made for these screenings will go directly to the sixth grade fund to defray the end-of-the-year activities.  It would be wise to purchase the baked goods prior to the screening. 

Parent conferences are scheduled for the half-day on April 16th.  Please call the office to arrange a conference at your earliest convenience.  In some cases, teachers have advised parents that a conference will not be necessary.
The Science Fair is on the horizon.  Students who are entering exhibits will be required to bring them to the school on Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m.  Set-up is required on Sunday so that the Fair will be ready for student observation Monday morning.  For parents and visitors, the Fair will run on Monday evening at 6:00 p.m. and end promptly at 7:30 p.m.  Parents are asked to help students dismantle the projects and bring them home Monday night as students will not be allowed to transport the exhibits on the bus on Tuesday. 

PICTURE DAY IS APRIL 1, 2008.

Inquiries are being made regarding the end-of-the-year activities.
· The fourth marking period begins on April 7th, so we are into the last lap of the 2007-2008 school year.  That is also the day that David Schwartz, the renowned children’s author, will be conducting writing workshops with the students.  He will be meeting for blocks of time with the various grades in the gym.  This is one of the numerous programs made available to Andover students through the generosity of the PTA.

· April 9th will be the day that RHAM Middle School staff and some students will visit with the sixth grade to give them an overview of what is to come next year.
· The full day preschool screenings will be held on April 10th and 11th and should be arranged by calling the school office between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to make an appointment. Two additional half days on April 4th and April 18th will be used for overflow appointments.
· DARE Graduation will take place on the evening of April 10th.  It will not conflict with the babysitting course as the course ends at 6:30 p.m. and the DARE program begins at 7:00 p.m.
· April vacation will be the week of April 21-25.  School resumes on April 28th.
· Students in fourth grade will take their salmon wards to the Salmon River for release on April 29th.
· PTA Young Authors’ Night will be on the 30th of April and will begin at 6:30 p.m.  A reminder:  all entries must be handed in by April 11th. 
· National Teachers’ Day is celebrated on May 6th.
· Incoming kindergarten students will be hosted with their parents to a kindergarten orientation on the 13th of May with an early afternoon start time.  More information will be forthcoming.
· On May 15th, the sixth grade will visit RHAM Middle School and get to sample what their lunch is like.  The next day, on the 16th, they are off to Boston for their sixth grade class trip.
· May 29th is the evening when you get to visit Andover Elementary and, within an hour, you can visit several continents and many countries as the 4th annual Geography Jamboree takes place.  

· June rolls in with the Spring Concert on the 5th.
· On June 6th, the sixth grade travels to Sun Rise for a full day of fun, games and a picnic.
· The annual Field Day will occur on June 10th.
· RHAM High School has graduation on June 19th and Step Up for Andover Elementary sixth grade will, at this writing, take place on the 20th (the first day of summer and the last day of school).

Please save these dates somewhere where you can check for future reference.  Remember, you can always check the school website for this and previous weekly memos – andoverelementary.com – now that is easy! 
April 8th is fast approaching as is the anticipation, a little anxiety, and, of course, the exhilaration that comes with a new adventure.  I refer to my trip to China along with 18 other Connecticut educators to secure Andover Elementary’s sister school partnership with Licheng Hongjialou Primary School in Jinan.  There is a lot of preparation that goes in to a venture like this, including getting a lot of work done here and acquiring the necessary information and training that I will need to better understand the culture I will be exposed to in China.  Mr. Paul Smith, Principal of Bolton High School and one of my travel colleagues, hosted a reception this week for four graduate exchange students from Jinan and invited me over to meet with the students. They were addressing the tenth grade world history students in preparation for a student exchange that could happen as early as next year when they are in eleventh grade. The grad students were enthusiastic, friendly, and helpful with many of the questions pounding through my head.  In Tuesday afternoon’s Chronicle, there was a front page story on Mansfield Middle School where there already exists a sister school partnership.  Students from China visited the Middle School last fall.  Now, 16 of the seventh and eighth grade students from Mansfield are preparing to embark on a visit to China to re-acquaint with their friends from the fall and attend classes with them.  They will leave the day after my contingent departs for China. 
Students here are custom-designing bookmarks that I will distribute to their counterparts at our sister school.  In an effort to help students and staff understand in a timely manner what I am experiencing on this learning venture, I have developed a blog that they can visit to see what kind of adventure Dr. G. has gotten himself into as he travels through China.  For those who would like to join me, sign in to www.andoverelementarychinatrip.blogspot.com.  You might also want to check out Mr. Smith’s blog (he has been at it longer; ours will improve over time).  He can be reached at http://boltonandchina.blogspot.com.  I am also compiling questions about the Chinese culture, people, and schools that I will seek to find answers to for staff, students, and parents.  Please keep me in your thoughts as I travel the many miles to develop a relationship and a better understanding of a people, their culture, and their history. 
A REMINDER THAT CERTAIN ITEMS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN SCHOOL AT ANY TIME.  INCLUDED IN THAT LIST ARE HAND-HELD ELECTRONIC GAMES.















