To:
Parents, Guardians and Students

From:
Dr. G.

Re:
The Lion/Lamb Month Arrives
Date:
March 7, 2008
Daylight savings time begins this weekend.  Do not forget to set your clocks ahead one hour before you retire on Saturday night.  Because of this leap forward in time, there will be no CMT testing on Monday, March 10th.  Testing will resume on Tuesday, March 11th.  Students who have been absent during the testing will make up the test(s) upon their return to school.  Just a reminder: all students should be especially vigilant about getting to bed early and having a good breakfast during this testing period.  Of course, that should be an everyday routine.  Grades 3, 4, and 6 will conclude testing on Thursday and 5th grade will finish on Friday, March 14th with the science component. 

Andover Elementary, like many other schools, is experiencing a rash of sick students.  Our school physician called to remind school personnel that students should be free from fever/ vomitting for at least 24 hours before returning to school.  As many of the germs out there are contagious, it is best that children (as well as adults) recuperate in the confines and comfort of home so that a recurrence does not happen.  If you are unsure when your child should return to school, check with your family physician or feel free to call Mrs. Zito, the school nurse. 

Mrs. Smith, coordinator for the PTA-sponsored Science Fair, March 31st, will visit classrooms to remind students of the fair and to give them the necessary paperwork to enter their experiment in to the fair.  The Science Fair will run on the evening of March 31st and the student body will have an opportunity to review the exhibits on Tuesday morning.  Parents should plan to pick up the projects by Tuesday afternoon as they may not be transported on the school buses. 
Pictures from last Monday’s Dr. Seuss and Read Across America assembly are included on the back of this week’s memo.  A total of 427 books were collected for the Books to Dreams organization, which is two more than last year.  Many thanks go to Mrs. Marshall and her committee of volunteers who sorted and boxed all the books.  Mrs. Disco is congratulated for her role as a committee member and M.C. for the assembly as are Mrs. Zujewski, co-chair for the committee, Mr. Ames and Mr. Gasper for their reading of the Lorax with Mrs. Disco as narrator, Miss King for her help on the committee, and Mr. Ames for his guidance in helping the students develop a puzzle that was put together during the assembly.  Book mark contest winners are Michael Provencher, Patrik Miazga, Olivia Seidel, Casey Bednarz, Julia St. Jean, Troy Hall, Dylan Palmer, and Mckenzie Maneggia.  A special thank you goes to Mrs. Harlow, who was responsible for obtaining the plants used as awards and decorations during the assembly.  Pride’s Corner was the benefactor of the plants.  Thank you to everyone who made this year’s celebration a success.  An aside from Dr. G., “Thank goodness, no more worms!”
Tonight is the opening of the district-wide art show at the Marlborough Art Center, 231 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT.  The reception is from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The show will run on Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. through March 30th. 

Last Saturday, I attended the second of three all-day seminars in preparation for the Connecticut/ Shandong School Partnership Program which will commence on April 8th with a flight from Bradley International to Chicago’s O’Hare International.  The connecting flight plan will then carry the contingent over the North Pole and deposit us at the international airport in Beijing, China.  The contingent that I am assigned to will spend five intensive days visiting our assigned sister school. Students begin the study of English as part of their academic curriculum in grade 3. Some key schools begin English in 1st grade.  All students are also required to take Mandarin Chinese since there are many provincial dialects, as well as Cantonese and Shanghaiese.  In 1911, after the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the Nationalist government decided that Mandarin should become the standard language of China.  The goal was to have all of China, 1.3 billion people, speaking Mandarin by 2030.  That is yet to be seen.  Additional time will be spent meeting with the Department of Basic Education, Shandong Provincial Department of Education, and yes, the Great Wall, The Forbidden City, the home of Confucius, the summer Palace, the Olympic Village, and Tiananmen Square.  In preparation of a dialogue with our sister school, I will be taking videos of various classes in session here as a springboard discussion to American pedagogies.   If you prefer your child not be included in the filming, please notify the school some time next week but before Friday the 14th.  Thank you in advance. 
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