To: 
Parents, Guardians and Students

From: 
Dr. G.

Re:
Harvest Celebration & Welcomed Guests

Date:
October 25, 2007
On Thursday, October 18th, there was a reception at RHAM High School for our visiting Chinese educators, Fang Chaoying and Zhang Bingqi.  In attendance were members of the local Boards of Education and administrators from the three towns and Regional District No. 8.  On Friday, October 19th, the two visitors had a little taste of Andover Elementary School.  On my morning rounds, I stopped in to each room to personally introduce our guests.  During the course of the morning, they enjoyed sitting in on classes, including specials.  In Mrs. Marshall’s kindergarten class, they were able to sit at the centers and work with the children.  At lunch, they observed the excitement of the Summer Reading Challenge participants who were lunch guests of Dr. G.  In the afternoon, a whole-school assembly was held to recognize the readers.  Students listened to a story about a hen in China who gets picked on by the other hens on the farm and how her unexpected odyssey develops her courage and strength of character.  An Andover Elementary canvas book bag with an Andover, CT t-shirt, a pottery item with Andover Elementary inscribed on it, and a key chain with a silver apple inscribed with “Your Appreciated’, were tokens of welcome given to each of the Chinese guests on behalf of the Andover Elementary family. 
Winners from the Summer Reading Challenge book gift certificate drawing included Steven Baver (student), Mrs. Paquette (teacher), and Mrs. Lund (parent).  The children were excited to be part of the 102 student group invited to lunch with Dr. G.  Because of the large number, and to avoid further confusion during a hectic day, invitees were called to the café prior to the start of their lunch wave and dined on café tables adorned with tablecloths.  Not a picnic, but a little different and a bit classier than the typical lunch scenario.  A cake congratulating the students for participating seemed to be a big success - thanks to Mrs. Folsom, the new cafeteria director.
The Harvest Celebration takes place next Wednesday.  Be sure to pick up the film this weekend or the batteries for the “digital” camera.  Once again, the guidelines are listed below.
Guidelines for Harvest Celebration
· Only costumes that are worn over street clothes will be allowed; no student will be allowed to disrobe in order to put on a costume.

· Sixth grade students may volunteer to help students in lower grades, participate as parade monitors, or participate in the parade.  

· Kindergarten would like student volunteers to help out with their students

· Students will be allowed to get ready at 1:30 p.m. and they will be called outside to line up for the parade, weather permitting, at 1:45 p.m.  

· The process of handing out goodies at the gazebo will be streamlined so students will have more time inside for their party.

· A clean-up announcement will be made in the classrooms at 2:45 p.m.

· Costumes may not include props and should not be so elaborate that it takes an engineer to assemble. Blood, guts, and gore have their place for those who choose, but in a school with pre-k as our youngest population, it is not appropriate.  Remember, in this day and age and with all the violence in schools, we need to model what is appropriate and be creative.

· No masks are allowed.  Face painting is fine.

· Please remember healthy food snacks and in moderation.
A.M. Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten will have their parade at 10:00 a.m. and will exit the building via the cafeteria doors, proceed down the sidewalk, and reenter the building through the front gym lobby doors.  Parents need to sign in before going to the classroom.  Sign out sheets will be available in the classroom. 
It has been a long time since Andover Elementary School has had the opportunity to buy t-shirts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, polo shirts, or denim long-sleeved shirts with the school logo and school name.  Well, get ready, because the PTA is sponsoring such a sportswear sale.  Beginning next Friday (check Friday folders), a list of items with prices will be sent home.  The sale will continue until November 30th.  If you are interested, fill out the form that will be attached to the flyer and return it in an envelope with the total amount due addressed to PTA Sportswear.  Teachers will send it to the office and PTA members will collect and submit the orders.  Please check next week for the forms and more information.  A display will be available in the lobby. 
If you are looking for a free cultural outing, on Saturdays, prior to noon, you can enjoy free admission to the New Britain Museum of American Art.  Among some truly outstanding examples of different genres, on the second floor, there is a mural that is 76” by 210” entitled, The Cycle of Terror and Tragedy: September 11, 2001 by Graydon Parrish.  It is an example of allegorical painting and is indeed a powerful image of an infamous event for one to contemplate.
Special recognition goes to the second grade for their behavior on the field trip to Lyman Orchards yesterday.  The proprietors made a point of congratulating the teachers on the outstanding behavior of our students.  Nice going! (
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Summer Reading Challenge Celebration
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Welcome To Our Visiting Chinese Educators
















