To: 
Parents, Guardians and Students

From: 
Dr. G.

Re:
English/Language Arts and Math

Date:
October 5, 2007
Columbus Day weekend is here already and a total of 27 days of learning are already completed. Teachers are enjoying the new math series and the instructional support that allows for more differentiation for the individual child.  A survey of the various grades’ lessons in the areas of English/Language Arts and Math is shown below.
English/Language Arts



Math
K
Book 2, Colors & Communities

Position Words, Inside, Outside, Between

1
Theme 1 Here We Go, Letters & Sounds
Number Position, What Comes Before/After
2         
Theme 1, Compare & Contrast

Chapter 2, Addition Moving to Subtraction

3
Theme 1, Lost & Found


Topic 3 begins Wednesday, Money

4
Theme 1, By the Shore


Unit 2, Properties of Addition & Subtraction
5
Theme 1, Nature’s Fury


Unit 1, Place Value

6
Theme 1, True Confessions of Charlotte
Unit 1, Whole Numbers, Decimals, Algebra

Walking through the school and dropping in on the various classes is an exciting part of this job. Students are engaged as active learners.  The expectation is that all students will participate and that they, as individuals, add to the groups’ collective learning. The centers at the primary level give students an opportunity to experience, expand, and practice a skill that was introduced in a whole group lesson.  At the upper level, group projects serve the same purpose and strengthen the independent learner and the cooperative learner.  Folks who have been out of the classroom for any length of time would be amazed with the change in instructional practices, the infusion of technology into the curriculum, and the maturity of the higher level thinking skills that are fostered in the classroom. 

Later this month, Andover, Hebron, Marlborough, and RHAM will be host to two Chinese educators from Jinan, Providence of Shandong China.   In January 2003, the Connecticut State Department of Education initiated a sister school program with the Shandong Provincial Education Department.  To date, there have been 75 schools that have developed partnerships with schools in the Shandong Providence.  The visitors will be here for approximately one week and will be hosted by each school.  More information will be made available as plans are finalized. 
Certificates for students participating in the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge have been completed and will be distributed on the 19th of October at an assembly to recognize their efforts. At that time, the students who read eight or more books will be entered into the book store certificate drawing, as will the parents and staff that participated (one certificate to each group).  At this time, it looks like that will also be the barbeque day for those students who read five or more books.  More on the specifics will go out next week. 
Student safety, both on the bus and while waiting for the bus, must be a priority for all students from kindergarten on up.  When the bus is in motion, all students need to be sitting in their seat, facing forward.  Hands should be kept to themselves.  Voices should be of the inside type.  Absolutely no hands should be out the windows.  I have spoken to a few students who are out of their seats before the bus engine is turned off as I greet them in the morning.  I am asking parents to review with their children the need for safety on the bus, as they would for an automobile.  Also, children should be approximately 10 feet from the road while waiting for the bus and should not move toward the bus until it is stopped and the doors are opened.  Thank you.

If you have forgotten to fill out a membership application for the PTA, please do so before the 15th of October.  That is the date the names will be sent to the National PTA, which will compile the names into a member’s handbook.  Thanks for your continued support of this organization that does so much for the students of Andover Elementary! 

__________________________

Fabulous Artwork Samples to Enjoy!
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