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5131.911 Bullying 

In accordance with state law, and in recognition of the disruptive effect of bullying behavior, it is the policy of the Andover Board of Education that bullying behavior shall not be tolerated. 

For the purposes of this policy, as defined by statute, "bullying" means any overt acts by a student or a group of students directed against another student with the intent to ridicule, humiliate or intimidate the other student, which acts are repeated against the same student over time. This policy applies only while on school grounds during school hours, or waiting for a school bus or other school-related vehicle at a designated bus stop, or at a school-sponsored activity. 

For the purposes of this policy, "school-sponsored activity" shall mean any activity conducted on or off school property (including school buses and other school-related vehicles) that is sponsored, recognized or authorized by the Board of Education. 

Students who engage in bullying behavior shall be subject to school discipline up to and including expulsion in accordance with the Board's policy on student discipline. 

As required by statute, the Board directs the Superintendent to develop and adopt, no later than February I, 2003, regulations and procedures to ensure that bullying behavior is dealt with in a manner ensuring that the following requirements are met: 

1. Students shall be enabled to anonymously report acts of bullying to teachers and school administrators. 

2. Parents or guardians of students shall be enabled to file written reports of suspected bullying. 

3. Teachers or other school staff who witness acts of bullying or receive student reports of bullying shall be    required to notify school administrators 

4. School administrators shall be required to investigate any written reports filed pursuant to requirement (2) above and shall review any anonymous reports. 

5. Include an intervention strategy for the school staff to deal with bullying. 

6. Provide that the student code of conduct shall include language concerning bullying. 

7. Parents or guardians of students who commit any verified acts of bullying and the parents or guardians of     students against whom such acts were directed shall be notified. Such notification shall include a description of     the response of the school staff to such acts and any consequences that may result from the commission of     further acts of bullying. 
8. A list of the number of all verified acts of bullying in the Andover Elementary School shall be maintained and     available for public inspection. 

9. Any information provided under this policy shall be provided in accordance with the confidentiality restrictions    imposed under the Family Educational Rights Privacy Act ("FERPA") and the district's Confidentiality and     Access to Student Information policy and regulations. 

Legal References: 

Public Act 02-119 

Connecticut General Statutes Sections 10-233a through 10-233f 
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